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Civilian Oversight Boards
The police and the civilians do not see eye to eye in many issues even in a situation where the police have sworn to protect and serve. The tension between the law enforcement agencies and the civilians is of concern that can be addressed using the civilian review boards or civilian oversight. With the civilian oversight gaining popularity in many states across the United States, I think that they can be a bridge that connects the police and the civilians. Through the oversight, the police activities are addressed thoroughly and fairly. Additionally, civilian boards will eliminate police misconduct and help in transparency (Foster, 2018). The incidences of police civilian attacks by the police and police harassment can also be adequately addressed by the civilian oversight. Through subpoena of the police officers, and holding the police accountable for their actions will increase the level of trust from the citizens. Currently, there are more than 300 civilian oversight boards in the United States and even though this is merely a fraction compared to the thousands of agencies in the country, I think that the efforts are worth it in reducing police distrust. (Foster, 2018).
2. Percentage of Civilians in the Review Board
In democratic theory and practice, the problem of law enforcement bodies accountability can prove to be difficult. It is important to note that the tension between the police and the civilians may be because of misunderstandings between the two ends. One is tasked with serving the other and in the process, the police ends up misusing the power like any other official in a government office (Lagassé & Saideman, 2017). That said, even with the introduction of the civilian oversight boards, it might be difficult to get compliance from some agencies especially if a matter is being protected by a police department. For a better representation, the percentage of review board with civilians should be 50%. For a while now, the police have been harassing civilians but then the civilians have been fighting back and sometimes hurting innocent law enforcers. The civilians do not have power like the police and being in the oversight committee gives them an equivalent power on issues. In this regard, a 50% representation would provide a balance. 
3. Civilian Oversight Agencies
When a community identifies a necessity for an oversight agency or an incidence of misconduct by the police, an oversight agency is established. A quick attempt to become transparent and accountable for actions is one of the steps that the law enforcement agency has taken. For instance, when a shooting takes place and no one is able to tell what went on it is scary to the civilians and it brings about tension. By the use of body cams and immediate release of incident videos, the law enforcers are able to enforce trust rather than fear. That said, I believe that having the civilian oversight boards will hold the law enforcers and criminal justice staff accountable. The civilian oversight board is investigation focused. This means that the agencies conduct investigations following complaints about police officers. Additionally, through reviews of law enforcement activities, internal police procedures and investigations are made known to the community. Because of this, civilians are able to trust in the police operations and in case of incidents, the involved law enforcers are held accountable.  
4. Accountability
The law enforcement agencies are not all filled with ethical and justice policemen and women. If the agencies were like so, there would be minimum incidences where police have an encounter with harmless civilians. Accountability is the only way forward for the law enforcement professionals that violate human rights (McDaniel, 2018). There are law enforcers and criminal justice staff that is ready to violate the human rights for personal gains or just for no reason at all. When someone commits a crime accidentally it does not mean that they should not be held accountable. Most of the people working in the criminal justice and the law enforcement are trained on how to handle people and situations. In this case, it is unlikely for them to commit crimes accidentally. The current police crisis with the civilians in the nation has been resulted by inequalities in the way law enforcers are treated even when on the wrong. The way forward is to ensure that misconducts are severely punished just as crimes would so as to show that the agencies are able to control their activities before the public is able to instill their trust on them. 
5. Growth of Wrong-Doing by Criminal Justice
The criminal justice is supposed to serve the public by ensuring that the laws are abided by always. In this case, the agencies involved in criminal justice need to be at the forefront of ensuring that the staff follows the rules as well. However, that is not the case since corruption has been an issue associated with the police agencies. One reason why I believe that wrongdoings keep on rising is the fact that in the society there are those organizations or persons that commit white-color crime and yet the police are paid off to be less brutal on the persecution of such people and companies. The fact that the law is not applied equally to everyone is a sign that the police department is corrupt and yet there are no measures put in place to punish the punishers. Furthermore, the police-civilian crisis that has taken route in the United States is because of police brutality and improper punishment measures against such crimes. Instead of the society looking for help from the police, they end up being mistreated by the same agencies that are supposed to convict wrongdoings. 
6. Criminal Justice Failure
New research reveals that criminal justice systems do not operate in accordance with the laws and code of ethics. In this regard, the citizens have very low or no confidence in the system when it comes to its efforts to meet their needs. When a crime occurs, there are victims and it is the responsibility of the police agencies to read the victims their rights in such a case and then work towards identifying the suspects if none have been caught. However, according to Dearden (2018), most cases end up being closed without any suspect being identified. The corruption levels in law enforcement agencies is a big contribution to the failure of the criminal system’s morals and ethics. Police officers are supposed to serve all the people regardless of color or the depth of their pockets (Braswell, McCarthy, & McCarthy, 2017). Allowing their judgment to be clouded my money is a violation of the ethics and moral fiber upon which the agency is built upon (Dearden, 2018). 
7. Common Law and Statutory Law
The common law is founded on precedent and this is the reason why it differs from the statutory law. On the other hand, the Statutory law is composed of written legislation and is mainly based on rules as well. The regulations and rules are meant to mandate or prohibit misconduct in society. On the contrary, the common law permits law enforcers to use similar events and prior cases in reaching a ruling. The other difference, which is the main one is with regard to the ways the laws are made (Laws, 2018). The government makes the Statutory law while the common law is made by precedent. Citizens are able to undertake their daily routines safely thanks to the common law. He Statutory law is used in any case that the judge is able to make a decision or ruling. The decision made by a judge is commonly based on both the common and statutory law. However, changes in statutory law can have a significant effect on the common law (Laws, 2018). In this case, judges are always advised to be updated on the changes because they may also affect a ruling. 
8. Actus reus and mens rea
Actus reus and mens rea are two broad elements of most crimes. It is claimed that it would be unfair to punish the people that commit crime innocently. This is the basis of mens rea which simply means “a guilty mind” (Beecher-Monas & Garcia-Rill, 2017). On the other side, Actus reus can be defined as “guilty act.” This means that the actions of criminals are the only deeds that should be punished, not a thought. However, these two are needed to take place simultaneously so as to claim that one has a criminal behavior. For instance, larceny being a crime has its degree of intent. The court is supposed to prove that a suspect deprived the victims of property that he or she had enough understanding and knowledge that they should not take it. Nevertheless, some crimes only require a prove that one of these two elements were present. For instance, for a strict liability crime like statutory rape, the prosecutor only needs to prove actus reus. There is no defense that can claim honest non-forcible sexual misconduct with a minor. 
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